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A true confession



A cute, but real, example…



A cute, but real, example…



Does starting position matter?



Does starting position matter?





Modern simulation in Simio



Simulation: ancient (~1963) 



Simulation: ancient (~1963) but still useful!



Tactical problems not anticipated by Conway  (1963)



Illustration #1



Simulation optimization is infuriating! 



Simulation optimization is infuriating! 



Master-worker processor set up
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Just a tiny bit of notation



Just a tiny bit of notation





Small number of feasible
solutions, 1 processor



Small number of feasible
solutions, 1 processor



Huge number of feasible
solutions, ≫1 processor



Extra for experts



Illustration #2



Data-driven decision making & simulation



Just a tiny bit more notation



Just a tiny bit more notation



















Why this idea?



Extra for experts

Hamed Rahimian



Some closing thoughts



• Why not search? R&S seems crude.
• Continuous decision variables?
• Uncertainty quantification?
• What are those Digital Twin topics?
• Regression instead of classification?
• Oh yeah, that question. 
• Bandits?
• Simulations for “policy?”
• What about AI & simulation? 

Questions I think you will ask me
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